Sts. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church

Христос Рoждається! - Christ is Born!
Славіти Його! - Glorify Him!
Church Bulletin - Церковний Бюлетень
SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY

JANUARY 1ST 2023

390 Marion Street, Winnipeg, MB, R2H 0V5
Phone : 204-237-4206
Email: www.stspeterpaul.ca

The Feasts of the Circumcision of
our Lord and St. Basil the Great

Parish Office Hours Tue & Thur : 9 am to 1 pm
Pastor - Fr Darren Kawiuk: 204-237-3837
Email: kdarrenw94@gmail.com

Office Manager - Gwen Pich: 204-237-4206
Email: secretary@stspeterpaul.ca

Liturgical Schedule: 10:00 am
10:00 am

Sunday
Thursday

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)
(Due to ongoing Covid) please call the Parish
Office to arrange an appointment in advance

Sacrament of Baptism & Chrismation,
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Marriage) and
Funerals - by appointment with the Pastor
Parish Auditorium - 204-233-4083
Parish Centre - 204-233-1665
Parish Centre Rentals - 204-981-2119

Parish Pastoral Council
Orest Kosowan, Chairperson - 204-471-5862

K of C - Ron Stecy, G.K. - 204-792-9468
UCWLC - Martha Gawiuk, Pres. - 204-256-0422
50+ Club Helen Tkachyk, Pres. - 204-256-1348
Catechism - Jean Gilbert - 204-253-8379
Prayer Group -Matt Shumsky - 204-254-2144

Epistle-Апостол: 2 Timothy 4:5-8
Gospel-Євангелія: Mark 1:1-8

VIGIL LIGHTS

Parish Collections

January 1 - January 7

Жертводавство у нашій Парафії

December 18 - December 25
Sunday Envelopes
(26)
Sunday Envelopes
(33)

$

710.00

$ 2,935.00

Direct Deposit
December 18
December 25

$
$

365.00
185.00

E-transfer Deposit
December 18
December 25

$
$

.00
640.00

Candle Offering

$

137.00

Loose Cash

$

.00

Special Church Donations
Live Stream Donation
Nettie Nakonechny
Dauphin, Mb

Marvin & Elsie Kawchuk
Dauphin, Mb
Anonymous

$ 75.00

ICON OF MARY

ICON OF JESUS

God’s blessings
and good health for
Ted & Marge
Bencharski and family

God’s blessings and
good health
for
Mary Zurowsky

VIGIL LIGHTS
January 8 - January 14

ICON OF MARY

ICON OF JESUS

God’s blessings for a
Happy and Peaceful
2023
to all our parish family
& our live stream
friends

God’s blessings and
good health for
Ted & Marge
Bencharski
and family

Did you know that the Rosary is being prayed for all
the members of our parish family each day of the year?
This week Cathy Mendrun will be praying for
everyone at Sts. Peter and Paul Church.

Others praying for our Parish family will be Nadia
$100.00 Michaluk (Jan. 8-14) & Nestor & Anne Pankiw (Jan. 15
$100.00 -21), Audrey Nicolas (Jan. 22-28), Paula Patten (Jan.29Feb. 4) & Carol Kostelniak (Feb. 5-11).
If you would be interested in taking a turn

Donations for Christmas Flowers

$380.00 to pray the rosary for a week, please contact:

My Christmas Gift for the Needy

$620.00

Caroling Donations

$1,400.00

Martha Gawiuk at 204-256-0422

Stay connected to your Church
If you haven’t done so already, please submit
your email address to the parish office to
receive the weekly bulletins with important
parish updates.
Please note: information provided is for
church use only

Divine Liturgy Schedule Порядок Богослужінь
Day Date

Time

Intention

Sun

Jan
1

10:00
am

Fri

Jan
6

10:00
am

The Feast of Theophany

Jan
8

10:00
pm

The Feast of St. Basil the Great
For the intentions of all our parishioners

Thu

Jan
12

10:00
am

In thanksgiving for the good health
of Mary Zurowski

Sun

Jan
15

10:00
am

For the intentions of our parishioners
followed by our Parish Family Christmas Dinner

Sun

Jan
22

10:00
am

For the intentions of all our parishioners

Sun

Jan
29

10:00
am

For the intentions of all our parishioners

Thu

Feb
2

10:00
am

Feast of the Encounter of Our Lord in the Temple

Sun

Feb
5

10:00
am

For the intentions of all our parishioners

Thu

Feb
9

10:00
am

For +Pauline Burak by Peter Burak

Sun

Feb
12

10:00
am

For the intentions of all our parishioners

Sun

For the intentions of all our parishioners

Blessing of Water

Our Liturgical Services are “Live streamed”
You can watch all our Church services ‘live’ on the

Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
Facebook page and also on

Sts. Peter & Paul Ukr. Greek Catholic Church - Wpg
YouTube channel.

Feast of the Circumcision of Our Lord (January 1st)
The Circumcision of Jesus is a Feast Day celebrated by both the Western and the Eastern
Churches. This event is even specifically mentioned in Luke 2:21. Today’s Feast Day is of
tremendous significance and therefore deserves a much closer look.
The icon of the Feast shows a priest approaching the Infant Jesus with a knife poised to
perform the operation on the eighth day after the Nativity. The presence of the priest in the
icon is an important point that will become clear in a moment.
Circumcision served as the Initiation Rite into the ancestral Judaic faith, the ancient
equivalent of Christian Baptism. The operation was as ancient as Abraham’s Covenant
with God, a sacred act setting the Jews apart from all other nations and marking them as a
people with a special divine blessing. The custom also was to reserve the naming of a newborn son until this ritual on the eighth day. On that momentous occasion, the spiritual life
of a male Jew began, prefiguring to some extent, the celebration of the Resurrection on the
day after God rested from Creation. The ‘Eighth Day’ represents a new creation, a creation
transcending and fulfilling the first forming of the world, a re-Creation of a new universe
healed from the disfiguring effects of Adam and Eve’s sin.
Of course, there was blood shed during this Rite of Circumcision. This was the first
shedding of the blood of the Messiah, in fulfillment of the ancient Covenant formed with
Abraham. As a result, Jesus was fully initiated into the Old Covenant, a necessary step in
His mission to renew and fulfill God’s relationship with humanity. He was, as St. Paul
points out, ‘born under the Law, the precepts
of Torah, and thus a bearer Himself of
God’s promise to redeem Creation.’
The priest in the icon, is symbolic for the
Old Law, a witness to the inauguration of a
new era. His order will become obsolete, but
he does represent the passing on of a torch,
so to speak, a final act of the Levitical
Priesthood before being replaced by the new
priesthood in the order of Melchizedek, a
Priesthood of Kings.
Some 30 years after His circumcision,
Jesus will submit to the Baptism of John. In
the past, the Kings of Israel were always
anointed to their post by a priest. John the
Baptist was himself a Levite, the son of a
priest, and thus qualified to initiate Jesus
into the Kingly state, another step in the
progression towards a new Covenant.
( … to be continued on the next page)

…. Kings in ancient Israel were also qualified to exercise some priestly functions; take
for example King David dancing before the Ark wearing the ephod, a priestly garment.
A Baptism of Repentance was not necessary for the Sinless One Himself, but Jesus assumed the burden of all humanity’s sin. He took the place of the scapegoat, sacrificed each
year to atone for the sins of Israel. Jesus Himself referred to His coming crucifixion as a
baptism, another initiation. At His crucifixion, this second shedding of His blood inaugurated the new and everlasting Covenant, not just with the Jews, but now with all humanity.
His blood, shed as initiation into the Old Law, now served as the initiation into the new
dispensation, thus completing the transition from Old Law to New.
(Source: Inside the Vatican Magazine (October 2020) ‘The Message of the Icon by Robert Wiesner )

The Baptism of Jesus - Theophany (January 6)
Throughout the Bible, water represents a powerful means of cleansing, purification
and revival. Jesus’ cousin, the prophet St. John, used the waters of baptism to call the
People of God to repentance and in preparation for the coming of the Messiah. As He
walked through the countryside, Jesus sought out His faithful relative and requested to be
baptized. Why would He do such a thing? Jesus, the Son of God - the Sinless One, had no
need for purification. This magnificent event not only marks the beginning of Jesus'
public ministry - taking Him on the road to Calvary. It also reveals several important
truths to us:

Christ took on the sins of the world and in
doing so, He ultimately saved us and opened
the gates of Heaven for all the faithful;

The Holy Trinity was revealed to all, as
the Spirit appeared in the form of a dove and
the voice of the Father called out "This is my
Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased;"

Water's powerful ability to cleanse and
renew is honoured by Jesus. While the waters
were said to have rid evil from the earth
during the Great Flood through death, the
waters of Baptism purify and bring new
spiritual life to all who receive this Holy
Mystery and live in Faith. That’s why we
continue to sing (for nearly two thousand
years), “All you, who have been Baptized
into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!”

Christmas
Food Drive
Food donations will be accepted
until Ukrainian Christmas (Jan. 7th)

Food bins will be located
in the cry room
Your food donations will be shared with the Missionary Sisters of Charity’s
Soup Kitchen & Welcome Home’s Food Bank.
Here is a sample list of the most requested food donation items needed:


Canned food: soups, fruit,
vegetables, juices, pasta sauces



Cereal, biscuits, crackers, cookies,
cake mixes, pancake mix



Glass items: pickles, sauces,
jams, relish, salad dressing



Kraft dinner and all types of pasta

If you would like to make a monetary donation towards the purchase of gift cards
(Superstore, Safeway, Co-op, etc.) instead, then please drop off your donation
during our regular parish office hours or in a convenience envelope marked
“My Christmas Gift to Others” and put it in with your regular Sunday Donation.
This way your cash donation will be credited towards your normal Sunday Church
Donations for which you will receive a charity receipt at year’s end.

Sharing your blessings with others in need
is a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas holy days.

Thank You
Thank you to those individuals who helped with the cleaning and decorating the Church
for Christmas.
Thank you to those who helped lead the liturgical responses during the Divine Liturgy on
Weekday, Feast Day and Sunday mornings and other
special Live-stream events bringing Christ to others.
Thank you for the help in preparing the 2022 Sunday
envelopes and printing our 2023 Parish calendars.
Thank you for sharing your gifts and talents with us
all.
Thank you to all parishioners for being good
stewards, for your generous donations and continued
support of Sts. Peter & Paul Church!

Good Advice for the New Year - Sunday Before Theophany
If you haven’t made your New Year’s resolution yet, how about these from
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans?
patiently: steadfastly maintain the habit of prayer.
those who need them. As for those who try to make your life a misery; bless them.
Don’t curse, bless.
sad. Live in harmony with one another. Don’t become snobbish, but take a real
interest in people. Don’t become set in your own opinions.
matter what people think,” but see that your public behaviour is above criticism.
vengeance into your own hands: stand back and let God punish, if He wills.

ДЯКУЮ - THANK YOU
Христос Рождається! Славіте Його! Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
I wish to express my gratitude to the parishioners of Sts. Peter & Paul for your thoughtful
gifts, your good wishes, the lovely Christmas card messages and your Gifts of Love.
May God continue to bless you and your families with peace, joy and love
each and every day of your lives. Sincerely, Fr. Darren Kawiuk

STS. PETER & PAUL
PARISH FAMILY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
We are pleased to announce the return of our Annual Christmas Dinner.
It will be taking place at our Parish Centre on January 15th following our Sunday
Divine Liturgy.
Menu includes: kytia, turkey & gravy, meatballs & gravy, rice & buckwheat
cabbage rolls, stuffing/dressing, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, coleslaw,
cake, coffee, tea, juice … and an extra serving of good company and
fellowship.
This meal will be catered. As a result, we are selling tickets in advance. No ticket sales at
the door. Price: $20 per adult person, $10 for children 8-12 and 7 & under will be free.

Tickets will be available today after this morning’s Divine Liturgy

Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
SCHEDULE OF CHRISTMAS SERVICES

2023
January 1st
Sunday

New Year’s Day - Feast of the Circumcision
of Our Lord & Feast of St. Basil the Great
Sunday before Theophany
10:00 am Divine Liturgy

January 6th
Friday

Feast of Theophany
10:00 am Divine Liturgy with Blessing of Water

We will be blessing water in sealed water bottles for the faithful to
take home and consume. You are also invited to bring your own jars
if you want to take some Holy Water to bless around your home.

